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Determine your curbs microclimate.

Start with the end in mind.

The design rule of 3rds applies to curb appeal

too.

Every property and circumstance is unique. This

simple year-round curb appeal cheat sheet was

created to provide you simple landscape ideas

that are low maintenance.

Things to keep in mind:
1.

2.

3.

Bad curb appeal is like putting a sign in your yard

that says "Don't come any closer!" 

Let’s create a beautiful, low-maintenance space

that welcomes everyone. Feel free to reach out

when you need an extra set of eyes. 

253-632-2920 

Get ready to fall in love with your curb view.  

Let's dive in!

Hey there,
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A microclimate is the climate of a very small or restricted area. So whether you have a big lot

or just a front porch, you have a microclimate. If you have a bigger area, I’d suggest getting a

graph notebook and survey the buildings, lot lines, easements, and utilities. 

Cross the street and take a picture of the view from the curb. It's a great tool to reference.

Plan out the microclimate of the curb view. 

You can determine your curb appeal areas microclimate by observing the: 

- Sun exposure or lack thereof  

- Slopes, dry areas, wet areas, and strong weather spots

- Soil condition

- Neighboring plants that may cast shade on your area

- Eyesores that you may be able to cover with an intentionally placed plant

- Accent the assets such as a great front door 

- Hardscapes and features like pillars and/or concrete

A properly located plant is a happy plant so it’s important to know what kind of light and

water supply you have available. 

Using the information you gather will help determine what type of plants you want and

where they will thrive. Aim for perennial plants that require low water and trimming but still

offer good color year-round. Some of the best plants in Pierce County are plants that

naturally occur in the northern hemisphere.

Microclimate Determination

Pro-Tip:
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A nursery in your community will be able to help you explore more options but here are
some of my favorites:

- Maple Trees like the Sango kaku or the Crimson Queen
- Grasses like Hakonechloa ‘Beni Kaze’ and Mexican Feather Grass 

- Shrubs like Franklin Gem and Emerald N’ Gold Euonymus
- Accent plants Phormium and Fox Red Curly Sedge
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The Rule of Thirds is the process of dividing an area into thirds, using two
horizontal and two vertical lines. It’s common for cameras to have the grid view in
place while you're taking the photo.

This imaginary grid yields nine parts with four intersection points. When you
position the most important plants of your curb view at these intersection points,
you produce a much more natural view.

Look at your curb view photo and determined how you can apply (fill in the blank)

Design  A  Gr id

How can you create an eye catching feature?

How can you create symmetry around the front door?

How can you edit out the clutter?
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Doing these simple tasks each season will help maintain that beautiful curb view year round. 

Spring
Fertilize with compost

Cut back deciduous ornamental grasses

Prune any dead, diseased, or distorted portions of plants

Summer
Apply mulch to retain water

Pressure wash soft and hardscapes along with any furniture that may need it

Water regularly

Fall 
Use neem oil to prevent insects, miticides, and funguses from growing

Fertilize with compost

Weed where needed

Winter
Remove dead foliage

Spread a slow-release fertilizer

Prune any dead, diseased, or distorted portions of plants keeping the routine in an easy

format to modify and share is really helpful. We keep ours in a shared google doc. So when

you find that your brain has started wandering away from work, take a look at the clock and

see where you’re at in your routine.

Seasonal Maintenance
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Need an extra set of eyes? 
Give me a call for your no pressure consultation

Carmen Neal
253-632-2920  |  FMEProperties.com

Blue Emerald Real Estate & Property Management
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